me to declare it. It is his wish that you be henceforth
spared the annoyance and ignorant prejudice which the
brutality of past times has bequeathed to these against
members of your profession. He has, therefore, decided,
that there snail no longer be question of your right of
entry into any Society in this City and within the
Empire. It is his Imperial Will, that you be from this
time en-nobled. It is my pleasure to present to you
your Acts of en-noblernent.

"First, to you, most trusty Sosthenes, with these
words, that in your synthesis of the arts, you have re-
vived that art of the Theatre, which was for so long the
glory of our race. Then, to you, Lady Macedonia, with
these words, that beauty, grace and elegance should ever
be privileged, and doubly so, when they are linked with
gratitude to friends. Then to you, Lady Theodora, with
these words, that wisdom and courage are the en-nobling
things; this title does but show that we know this.

"To you alL His Imperial Majesty bids me say, that
this en-nobling is but a small thing; it gives the recipient
little; but being one of the few things which Fate has
not already dowered you with, he knows that in each
case it is your due."

He handed the titles to each of the three in turn.
It was but a small thing, being a roll of vellum slipped
into a ring of flexible gold chain. He had given to each
with a singular, charming grace. Theodora loved him
for it. She had thought him awkward and lop-sided;
indeed, there was always something outlandish and odd
in his movement and approach. She saw now that his
real nature showed in giving; he lo\Ted giving; and gave
with his whole nature with a charm which touched the
heart. What he had given was something which over-
whelmed them all.
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